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New York State Building Standards and Codes Application for Appeal of Determinations Concerning the 
Rand Hall Fine Arts Library at Cornell University 

Petitioner: Jonathan Ochshorn 
 
 
 

Exhibit 8 
 

Decision of the Capital Region-Syracuse Board of Appeal, August 12, 2015 (Petition No. 2015-0432) 
 
Summary: This 2015 variance allowed 2-hour fire barriers, instead of a 3-hour fire wall, to effectively 
create a separate “Rand Hall” building with non-fireproofed steel (Type IIB) construction. The library 
spaces proposed at the time consisted of two stories, each with a mezzanine, so the building—including 
the first-floor F-1 shop occupancy—was still considered to be three stories high. 
 








